74                                  LECTUKE  II.

Numerals of Savages.

For a long time it was considered as the strongest
proof of the low mental capacity of certain savages
that they were unable to count beyond three or four
or five. Now, first of all we want a good scholar1 to
vouch for such facts when they exist; but when they
have been proved to exist, then let us begin to dis-
tinguish. There may be tribes by whom everything
beyond five, beyond the fingers of one hand, is lumped
together as many, though I confess I have grave
doubts whether, unless they are idiots, any human
beings could be found unable to distinguish between
five, six, and seven cows.

But let us read the accounts of the absence of
numerals beyond two or three more accurately. It
was said, for instance, that the Abipones2 have no
numbers beyond three. What do we really find?
That they express four by three plus one. Now this,
so far from showing any mental infirmity, proves in
reality a far greater power of analysis than if four
were expressed, say, by a word for hands and feet,
or for eyes and ears. Savages who expressed four
by two-two, would never be in danger of considering
the proposition that two and two make four, as a
synthetic judgment & priori; they would know at
once that in saying ctwo and two make two-two/
they were simply enunciating an analytical judgment.

We must not be too eager to assert the mental

1  Speaking of the Dahomans, Mr. Burton (' Memoirs of the Anthro-
pological Society,' i. 314) says:   'By perpetual cowrie-handling the
people learn to be ready reckoners.   Amongst the cognate Yorubas
the saying, "You cannot multiply nine by nine," means "you are a
dunce."'

2  Dobrizhofer, ' Historia de Abiponibus,' 1784